Comparative studies on thrombin inhibitors in experimental microthrombosis.
The influence of thrombin inhibitors, which differ both in their chemical structure and type of inhibition on thrombin-induced microthrombosis was studied in rat lungs. The antithrombotically effective doses and blood levels of the compounds correlated with their kinetic constants for inhibition of thrombin. In preventing microthrombosis, some of the synthetic inhibitors tested surpassed the effectiveness of heparin and approached that of the naturally occurring inhibitor hirudin.